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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
TRANSFERRING POWER BETWEEN AC AND
DC POWER SYSTEMS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention generally relates to power systems,
and particularly relates to power transfer between alternating
current (AC) and direct current (DC) power systems.

BACKGROUND

The vast majority of electrical power transmission and
distribution systems use alternating current, e.g., operating at
50 or 60 Hz. These AC systems form large interconnected
networks spanning from the points of power generation to the
points of power consumption and represent varying trans-
former-converted voltages at different parts within the sys-
tem. Characteristically, the transmission portions of such sys-
tems operate at high AC voltages, to provide more efficient
power transmission.

While raising the transmission voltage in such systems
offers certain advantages, AC transmission has inherent prob-
lems, including the power losses associated with cyclically
charging and discharging the transmission lines at the oper-
ating frequency of the system. Other issues inherent to AC
transmission include the “skin effect,” which describes the
tendency for AC current to flow near the outer surface or skin
of a solid conductor. For these and other reasons, High Volt-
age Direct Current, HVDC, power transmission offers com-
pelling advantages in a number of scenarios.

For example, HVDC transmission generally will offer eco-
nomic advantages where overhead transmission line lengths
are >600 km, where undersea cable lengths are >50 km,
where underground transmission lines are required, where
AC systems of different voltages and/or frequencies require
interconnection, and where precise control of transmitted
power is required. As a further key advantage, HVDC inter-
connections provide “firewalling” between the AC systems
coupled through such interconnections, thereby preventing
the failure of one AC grid from catastrophically cascading
into other AC grids.

ABB is a pioneer in HVDC transmission, deploying the
“Gotland” link in Sweden in 1954 using a version of “HVDC
Classic” technology. Converters based on HVDC Classic
employ thyristors as line-commutated current source convert-
ers, for converting from AC to DC, and vice versa. DC voltage
levels and the direction of power flow are controlled by con-
trolling the firing angle of the thyristors, which are typically
arranged as “valves” that comprise stacked arrays of thyris-
tors.

FIG. 1 illustrates a generic, known arrangement for inter-
connecting two AC power systems 10 and 12 via an HVDC
transmission link 14 that is connected on one end to the AC
power system 10 by a “converter” station 16 and on the other
end to the AC power system 12 by a converter station 18. On
the AC side, the converter station 16 connects to the first AC
power system 10 via transformer(s) 20. Likewise, the con-
verter station 18 connects on its AC side to the AC power
system 12 via transformer(s) 22. These converter stations are,
for example, based on HVDC Classic technology and FIG. 2
illustrates the use of thyristors 30 in such embodiments of the
converter stations 16 and 18, which also may be referred to
simply as “converters.”

Among their several advantages, HVDC Classic systems
are robust and, with ongoing refinement and development,
they offer the ability to operate reliably at high DC voltages,
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e.g., >500 kV. HVDC Classic systems are not without chal-
lenges, however, including those related to reactive power
consumption and harmonics generation on the AC side of
such converters.

Other technologies are known. For example, ABB also
offers so-called HVDC LIGHT technology, which comple-
ments the use of underground transmission cables and pro-
vides power transmission in the range of 1,200 MW at DC
voltages of +/-320 kV. HVDC LIGHT systems use voltage-
source controlled converters that use arrays of Insulated Gate
Bipolar Transistors or IGBTs. FIG. 3 illustrates a converter 32
based on IGBT switches, as an example alternative imple-
mentation for the converters 16 and 18. However, the chal-
lenges involved in scaling such technologies for operation at
higher voltages means that higher DC voltage installations
generally favor the use of HVDC Classic converters.

SUMMARY

In one aspect of the teachings herein, a self-commutated
current source converter is operated in a manner that com-
pensates for the reactive power consumption and harmonics
generation of a line-commutated current source converter
used in the transfer of electrical power between an AC power
system and a DC power system. In this regard, the line-
commutated current source converter is operated as a first
converter in a hybrid converter apparatus and the self-com-
mutated current source converter is operated as a second
converter in the hybrid arrangement. According to one
example, the first and second converters are stacked, such that
each shares a portion of the DC voltage on the DC side of the
hybrid converter apparatus, while in another example, the
second converter is not used for power conversion and instead
is used solely for compensation with respect to the first con-
verter.

In an example embodiment, a hybrid converter apparatus is
configured for coupling to an AC power system on an AC side
and to a DC power system on a DC side. The hybrid converter
apparatus comprises the aforementioned first and second con-
verters, where the first converter includes a plurality of line-
commutated bidirectional voltage-blocking switches coupled
between first AC-side and DC-side connections and is con-
figured for transferring electrical power between the AC and
DC power systems, based on converting AC voltage to DC
voltage or vice versa. The second converter includes a plural-
ity of self-commutated bidirectional voltage-blocking
switches coupled at least to the AC power system through
second AC-side connections. A control circuit is configured
to control commutation of the second converter, to compen-
sate for at least one of reactive power consumption and har-
monics generation by the first converter on the AC side.

In another example embodiment, a method of operating a
hybrid converter apparatus includes transferring power
between an AC power system and a DC power system using
atleast the first converter of the hybrid power apparatus. Here,
the first converter is, as described above, a line-commutated
current source converter. The method further includes mea-
suring an AC current waveform arising in the AC power
system from operation of the first converter, and controlling
commutation of the second converter of the hybrid converter
apparatus as a function of the measured AC current wave-
form, to compensate for at least one of reactive power con-
sumption and harmonics generation by the first converter on
the AC side of the hybrid converter apparatus. As before, the
“second converter” here comprises a self-commutated cur-
rent source converter.
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Of course, the present invention is not limited to the above
features and advantages. Indeed, those skilled in the art will
recognize additional features and advantages upon reading
the following detailed description, and upon viewing the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a general block diagram of a known converter
arrangement used for transferring electrical power between
AC and DC power systems.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating example details
for a known configuration of converter stations as may be
used in FIG. 1, based on line commutated current source
converters.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating example details
for a known configuration of converter stations as may be
used in FIG. 1, based on self-commutated voltage source
converters.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a hybrid converter apparatus
according to one embodiment taught herein, wherein the
hybrid converter apparatus combines a line-commutated cur-
rent source converter with a self-commutated current source
converter.

FIG. 5 is a logic flow diagram of one embodiment of a
method of operating a hybrid converter apparatus.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a hybrid converter apparatus
according to another embodiment taught herein.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of example details for one
embodiment of a hybrid converter apparatus.

FIGS. 8A and 8B are schematic diagrams of example
details in which a self-commutated current source converter
includes multiple converter bridges in parallel, for increased
current rating.

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of example details for
another embodiment of a hybrid converter apparatus, for use
in a hybrid converter apparatus.

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating another
embodiment for a self-commutated current source converter,
for use in a hybrid converter apparatus.

FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram illustrating yet another
embodiment for a self-commutated current source converter,
for use in a hybrid converter apparatus.

FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
hybrid converter apparatus according to a parallel hybrid
current source topology.

FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram of another embodiment of
a hybrid converter apparatus according to a parallel hybrid
current source topology.

FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram of another embodiment of
the hybrid converter apparatus according to a back-to-back
converter configuration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 4 illustrates a hybrid converter apparatus 40 config-
ured for coupling to an AC power system 10 on an AC side of
the hybrid converter apparatus 40, and configured for cou-
pling to a DC power system 12 on a DC side of the hybrid
converter apparatus. The hybrid converter apparatus 40
includes a line-commutating current source converter 42,
referred to herein as a “first converter” 42. While not shown
explicitly in FIG. 4, the first converter 42 comprises a plural-
ity of line-commutated bidirectional voltage-blocking
switches coupled between first AC-side and DC-side connec-
tions and is configured for transferring electrical power
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between the AC and DC power systems 10 and 12, based on
converting AC voltage to DC voltage or vice versa.

The first AC-side connections are at the transformer(s) 50
used to connect the first converter 42 to the AC power system
10, while the first DC-side connections connect to one or
more DC poles of the DC system 12. The hybrid converter
apparatus 40 further includes a self-commutating current
source converter 44, which is referred to herein as a “second
converter” 44. While not explicitly shown in FIG. 4, the
second converter 44 includes a plurality of self-commutated
bidirectional voltage-blocking switches coupled at least to
the AC power system 10 through second AC-side connections
at the transformer(s) 52 used to couple the second converter
44 to the AC power system 10.

The hybrid converter apparatus 40 further includes a con-
trol circuit 46 that is configured to control commutation of the
second converter 44, to compensate for at least one of reactive
power consumption and harmonics generation by the first
converter 42 on the AC side. For example, in one embodi-
ment, the control circuit 46 is configured to compensate for
reactive power consumption and/or harmonics generation by
the first converter 42, based on being configured to generate
commutation control signals for the second converter 44 as a
function of the difference between a measured current wave-
form and a reference waveform.

The measured current waveform corresponds to AC cur-
rent arising on the AC side from operation of the first con-
verter 42 and in one example the reference waveform is a
nominal AC current waveform having a desired power factor.
Here, “desired” connotes a targeted or setpoint value for the
power factor and the control circuit 46 is configured to gen-
erate the commutation control signals for the second con-
verter 44, to reduce a difference between the measured cur-
rent waveform and the nominal AC current waveform. That is,
the control circuit 46 is configured to dynamically control
commutation of the second converter 44 to minimize the error
between a nominal AC current waveform desired for the first
converter 42 and the actual AC current waveform of the first
converter 42, as known from the measured current waveform.

Here, it will be appreciated that the various waveforms at
issue may be represented in the analog or digital domains, and
that the waveforms may be multiphase. That is, in one or more
embodiments, the AC power system 10 is a three-phase power
system and the measurements and control undertaken by the
control circuit 46 are with respect the three phases. [t will also
be appreciated that the control circuit 46 includes or is asso-
ciated with various monitoring and/or communication cir-
cuits, to obtain the various measurements needed for control.
For example, in some embodiments, the control circuit 46 is
configured to generate the commutation control signals for
the second converter 44 and firing angle control signals for the
first converter 42, in response to at least one of: monitoring
the DC side voltage and current, monitoring the AC side
voltage and current with respect to the first converter, and
monitoring the AC side voltage and current with respect to the
second converter 44. It monitors these one or more param-
eters directly or communicates with distributed monitoring
circuits that output signals or values representing the moni-
tored parameter(s).

FIG. 4 depicts the first and second converters 42 and 44 as
being interconnected in a stacked arrangement, which is one
embodiment contemplated herein. In particular, according to
the depicted stacked arrangement, each one of the first and
second converters 42 and 44 are exposed to a corresponding
fraction of the DC voltage during operation, and each con-
verter 42 or 44 provides a portion of the electrical power
transferred between the AC and DC power systems 10 and 12.
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In such arrangements, the control circuit 46 is, in conjunction
with controlling the second converter 44 to compensate for
the reactive power consumption and the harmonics genera-
tion of the first converter 42, further configured to control
commutation of the second converter 44 and firing angles of
the first converter 42 according to a targeted transfer of elec-
trical power—such as may be indicated via input control
signaling to the control circuit 46.

According to the topology shown in FIG. 4, those of ordi-
nary skill in the art will appreciate that the DC side voltage
VDC=f(a), where “o”” denotes the firing angle(s) of the thy-
ristors 30 comprising the first converter 42. The DC side
current IDC is also a function of the firing angle and may be
denoted as IDC=g(a). However, it is recognized herein that
controlling reactive power and harmonics on the AC side may
be addressed in one of two ways. Based on the type of switch-
ing elements or blocks used to implement the second con-
verter 44, it will either appear as a variable inductor, or a
variable voltage source. It is highly desirable for the second
converter 44 to be at a fraction of the total voltage, and it is
preferable to effect control of the DC side current using the
second converter 44.

Working from the two-port model depicted in the figure,
the second converter 44 can be can be modeled as a voltage
source on the DC-side and this implies the need for an induc-
tor L to be connected on the DC side of the second converter
44 to function as an energy storage element. In particular,
according to the topology depicted in FIG. 4, the second
converter 44 can be represented as a current source on the AC
side and correspondingly as a voltage source on the DC side.
The first converter 42 can use the same inductor L for energy
storage.

With respect to power balance on the AC and DC sides, the
second converter 44 may be used to control the DC side
current, while the first converter 42 may be used as the pri-
mary voltage-blocking component. However, the second con-
verter 44 must be rated at a significant voltage with respect to
the first converter 42 and both converters 42 and 44 use
bidirectional voltage-blocking switches, and can reverse their
DC side voltages to reverse the direction of the power transfer.

In one example, e.g., where the first converter 42 is
arranged as a twelve-pulse thyristor-based converter, the sec-
ond converter 44 may be controlled via the control circuit 46,
for operation as a static synchronous compensator or STAT-
COM, for compensation of reactive power consumption and
harmonics generation by the first converter 44. In at least one
such embodiment, the second converter 44 is controlled for
compensation of the fifth harmonic component and the sec-
ond converter is rated at or above thirty-five percent of the
overall voltage rating of the hybrid converter apparatus 40.

FIG. 5 illustrates one embodiment of a method 500 of
hybrid apparatus control, such as may be implemented by the
control circuit 46. In this regard, it will be appreciated that the
control circuit 46 comprises fixed circuitry and/or pro-
grammed circuitry. In some embodiments, the control circuit
46 comprises a computer system that includes one or more
microprocessors, along with supporting interface and storage
circuitry, where the microprocessor(s) are specially adapted
to perform the processing operations comprising the method
500, based on the execution of computer program instructions
stored in a computer-readable medium in or accessible to the
control circuit 46.

Regardless of the circuit-related implementation details,
the method 500 comprises a series or set of operations and it
should be understood that the order of such operations may
deviate from that suggested by the illustration. Further, it will
be appreciated that the processing steps 502, 504 and 506 of
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the method 500 may themselves comprise a number of sub-
operations and that such processing may be repeated or oth-
erwise be carried out on an ongoing basis, responsive to
dynamically changing conditions.

With these qualifications in mind, the method 500 includes
transferring (Block 502) power between AC and DC power
systems 10 and 12 using at least the first converter 42 of a
hybrid converter apparatus 40. That is, depending on the
circuit topology of the hybrid converter apparatus 40, conver-
sion of power from AC to DC or vice versa may be done solely
with the first converter 42, or may be done jointly using the
first and second converters 42 and 44.

In either case, the method 500 broadly includes measuring
(Block 504) the AC current waveform arising in the AC power
system 10 from operation of the first converter 42—e.g., at the
transformers(s) 50 shown in FIG. 4. The method 500 further
includes controlling (Block 506) commutation of the second
converter 44 of the hybrid converter apparatus 40 responsive
to the measured AC current waveform, to compensate for at
least one of reactive power consumption and harmonics gen-
eration by the first converter 42. According to these teachings,
the hybrid converter apparatus 40 offers operational advan-
tages over power conversion using solely line-commutated or
solely self-commutated current source converters.

As a non-limiting example, the stacked arrangement of the
converters 42 and 44 as depicted in FIG. 4 offers the two-fold
advantage of using the second converter 44 to reduce or
eliminate reactive power compensation and/or harmonics fil-
tering that would otherwise be needed on the AC side of the
first converter 42, while simultaneously using the first con-
verter 42 to reduce the amount of DC voltage to which the
second converter 44 is exposed to on the DC side. That is, in
the stacked arrangement of the converters 42 and 44, the
overall total DC voltage is provided in part by the first con-
verter 42 and in part by the second converter 44.

However, the AC side advantages apply regardless of
whether the stacked arrangement is used. For example, FIG.
6 depicts an alternative embodiment in which the power con-
version is handled by the first converter 42, while the second
converter 44 is used for compensation only, on the AC side.
Here, the first and second converters 42 and 44 are coupled in
parallel on the AC side with respect to the AC power system
10 via transformers 50 and 52, with the first converter 42
configured for transferring electrical power between the AC
and DC power systems 10 and 12 and exposed fully to the DC
voltage on the DC side of the hybrid converter apparatus 40.
The second converter 44 is configured only for reactive power
and/or harmonics compensation on the AC side of the hybrid
converter apparatus 40.

In conjunction with controlling the second converter 44 to
compensate for the reactive power consumption and/or the
harmonics generation of the first converter 42, the control
circuit 46 is configured to control firing angles of the first
converter 42 to effect a targeted transfer of electrical power
between the AC and DC power systems 10 and 12. That is, the
control circuit 46 controls the first converter 42 to convert
electrical power from AC to DC or vice versa, according to a
targeted DC voltage and/or power transfer direction, and the
control circuit 46 controls the second converter 44 to com-
pensate for the AC side reactive power consumption and
harmonics generation associated with operation of the first
converter 42. In this regard, the control circuit 46 may be
programmed or otherwise configured to set the target voltages
or target power transfer, or it may include a command/control
interface for receiving such inputs from another node or
entity.
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FIG. 7 illustrates a particular embodiment of the hybrid
converter apparatus 40. The first converter 42 is coupled on
the AC side to the three phases A, B, C ofthe AC power system
10 through transformers 50A and 50B. The second converter
44 is coupled to the AC power system 10 on the AC side via
transformers 52A and 52B, and the overall stacked arrange-
ment of first and second converters 42 and 44 provide the
overall DC output voltage on the DC side.

The first converter 42 is configured as a twelve-pulse con-
verter comprising a plurality of line-commutated bidirec-
tional voltage-blocking switches 30—shown here as being
thyristor-based switches—and the second converter 44 com-
prises two or more self-commutated current source converter
bridges 48 made up from a plurality of IGBTs or other self-
commutated bidirectional voltage-blocking switches 54. The
thyristors 30 and switches 54 are bidirectional voltage-block-
ing switches and those characteristics will be understood
hereafter, even if not explicitly noted.

Notably, the diagram depicts a plurality of switches 54
arranged as two bridges 48-1 and 48-2 that are stacked
together to increase the total voltage rating of the second
converter 44. In this embodiment, only one DC reactor L is
needed for the energy buffering of both the first and second
converters 42 and 44. The DC reactor L here is connected in
series with both the first converter 42 and the second converter
44 on the DC side.

FIG. 8A illustrates another embodiment in which the
bridges 48 are in a stacked and parallel arrangement that
offers both voltage scaling and current sharing advantages.
For example, the bridges 48-1 and 48-2 are stacked such that
each one is exposed to only a portion of the DC voltage seen
by the second converter 44, which is also true for the bridges
48-3 and 48-4. Further, the overall current through the second
converter 44 splits between the parallel arrangement of
bridges 48-1/48-2 and 48-3/48-4. Further note that the energy
buffering inductors 56 are distributed within the circuitry
comprising the second converter 44.

Still further, the parallel connections of bridges 48-1 and
48-3 form a multilevel current source module, as do the
parallel bridges 48-2 and 48-4. Advantageously, by increas-
ing the number of parallel-connected bridges, the number of
AC current levels increases, and the switching frequency of
each switch or device 54 can be reduced without distorting the
AC current waveform.

Broadly, the second converter 44 in one or more embodi-
ments comprises a series arrangement of two or more multi-
level current source modules having a common DC link, each
module including corresponding self-commutating switches,
e.g., switches 54, and being exposed to a fraction of an overall
DC voltage that is distributed across the series arrangement.
Correspondingly, the second converter 44 in one or more
embodiments is configured to connect on the AC side using
per module transformer connections.

As an alternative to using the per module transformer con-
nection, a plurality of actively controlled capacitors con-
nected in series on the AC side may be configured to create a
DC voltage shift on the AC side that enables the DC side
stacked connection. In the example of FIG. 8B, the transform-
ers 52A and 52B can be replaced by series capacitors C to
create a DC voltage shift on the AC-side.

FIG. 9 illustrates another embodiment, wherein the second
converter 44 comprises parallel bridges 62 of switches 54.
Two such bridges 62-1 and 62-2 are depicted. The second
converter 44 here is configured as a multilevel current source
converter, wherein each bridge 62 shares a fraction of the total
current on the AC side. By connecting the bridges 62-1 and
62-2 in parallel and forming a multilevel current source con-
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verter, the switching frequency of each device 54 can be
reduced, while the reference current for compensating reac-
tive power and harmonics from the first converter 42 can still
be effectively synthesized.

FIG. 10 is another embodiment for the second converter
44. Multiple parallel-connected switched-inductor modules
66 are connected in parallel with an output H-bridge con-
verter 64. Modules 66-1, 66-2 and 66-3 are illustrated. Each
switched-inductor module 66 shapes a DC current “1”, sup-
plied from an inductor 68, into a rectified AC wave “2”. The
parallel-connected switched-inductor cells 66-1A and 66-1B
are step-controlled to perform this current shaping. The out-
put H-bridge converter 64 changes the rectified AC wave “2”
into a AC wave “3” current at its output. FIG. 11 depicts a
similar but alternate arrangement for the second converter 44.
In one or more embodiments, the switches in the output
H-bridge are operated at a fundamental frequency of the AC
power system 10.

FIGS. 12 and 13 illustrate different arrangements for the
hybrid converter apparatus 40, using the second converter 44
as shown in FIG. 10. In particular, FIG. 12 shows a stacked
arrangement where the first and second converters 42 and 44
together provide the DC voltage, while FIG. 13 illustrates a
parallel arrangement where the second converter 44 is oper-
ated to compensate on the AC side, with respect to the reactive
power consumption and harmonics generation of the first
converter 42. Note that the inductors 68 shown in FIG. 12 and
the inductors 70 shown in FIG. 13 carry the same DC current,
and they all function as energy storage for the converter
modules 66 used to form the second converter 44.

FIG. 14 illustrates a back-to-back arrangement of hybrid
converter apparatuses 40, shown here as hybrid converter
apparatuses 40-1 and 40-2. The hybrid converter apparatus
40-1 couples on its AC side to the AC power system 10-1,
while the hybrid converter apparatus 40-2 couples on its AC
side to the AC power system 10-2. The two control systems 46
may cooperatively control the hybrid converter apparatuses
40-1 and 40-2 to effect the targeted power transfer between
the AC power systems 10-1 and 10-2, via HVDC transmission
between the two apparatuses 40-1 and 40-2, or a centralized
control circuit 72 may be configured to monitor and control
the two apparatuses 40-1 and 40-2, for such control.

With the above examples in mind, the teachings herein may
be broadly understood as combining an HVDC Classic or
other such line-commutated current source converter—the
“first converter 42” herein—with a self-commutated current
source converter—the “second converter 44” herein—based
on connecting them through transformers on the AC side and
optionally stacking them on the DC side. The first converter
42 uses line-commutated switches 30, i.e., thyristors having a
controllable-turn-on and bidirectional-voltage-blocking,
which commutates current once after every zero crossing of
the AC line-to-line voltages. As a result, first converter 42
consumes significant reactive power and its AC current con-
tains significant harmonic components.

Advantageously, however, the second converter 44 as con-
figured and controlled herein uses fully controllable switch-
ing devices 54—i.e., power electronics having controllable
turn on and controllable turn off and bidirectional-voltage-
blocking. These devices 54 commutate current independent
of the AC line voltages and can do so as many times as are
needed per AC cycle. The difference between the desired AC
current waveform—e.g., a sinusoidal current at unity power
factor—and the actual AC current of the first converter 42 is
used as a control reference for the controlling commutation of
the second converter 44. In particular, the control circuit 46
generations commutation-control signals for the second con-
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verter 44 such that the second converter 44 directly synthe-
sizes its AC current to follow the control reference. Conse-
quently, the second converter 44 actively compensates for the
reactive power and harmonics of the first converter 42.
Further, when the first and second converters 42 and 44 are
stacked on the DC side, each one of them only needs to be
rated for a portion of the total DC voltage. Because both of
them are current source converters, they can share the same
circuit elements, e.g., inductors, for energy buffering. Addi-
tionally, because both of the converters 42 and 44 use bidi-
rectional-voltage-blocking devices, a reversal of power flow
through the hybrid converter apparatus 40 can be achieved by
simply reversing the DC voltage of both converters 42 and 44.
Notably, modifications and other embodiments of the dis-
closed invention(s) will come to mind to one skilled in the art
having the benefit of the teachings presented in the foregoing
descriptions and the associated drawings. Therefore, it is to be
understood that the invention(s) is/are not to be limited to the
specific embodiments disclosed and that modifications and
other embodiments are intended to be included within the
scope of this disclosure. Although specific terms may be
employed herein, they are used in a generic and descriptive
sense only and not for purposes of limitation.
What is claimed is:
1. A hybrid converter apparatus configured for coupling to
an AC power system on an AC side and to a DC power system
on a DC side, said hybrid converter apparatus comprising:
a line-commutating current source converter referred to as
a first converter and comprising a plurality of line-com-
mutated bidirectional voltage-blocking switches
coupled between first AC-side and DC-side connections
and configured for transferring electrical power between
the AC and DC power systems, based on converting AC
voltage to DC voltage or vice versa;
a self-commutating current source converter, referred to as
a second converter and comprising a plurality of self-
commutated bidirectional voltage-blocking switches
coupled at least to the AC power system through second
AC-side connections; and

a control circuit configured to control commutation of the
second converter to compensate for at least one of reac-
tive power consumption and harmonics generation by
the first converter on the AC side.

2. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
control circuit is configured to compensate for at least one of
reactive power consumption and harmonics generation by the
first converter, based on being configured to generate com-
mutation control signals for the second converter as a func-
tion of the difference between a measured current waveform
and a reference waveform, said measured current waveform
corresponding to AC current arising on the AC side from
operation of the first converter.

3. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 2, wherein the
reference waveform is a nominal AC current waveform hav-
ing a desired power factor, and wherein the control circuit is
configured to generate the commutation control signals for
the second converter, to reduce a difference between the mea-
sured current waveform and the nominal AC current wave-
form.

4. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 2, wherein the
control circuit is configured to generate the commutation
control signals for the second converter and firing angle con-
trol signals for the first converter, in response to at least one of:
monitoring a DC side voltage and current, monitoring an AC
side voltage and current with respect to the first converter, and
monitoring the AC side voltage and current with respect to the
second converter.
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5. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
first and second converters are interconnected in a stacked
arrangement, with each one of the first and second converters
being exposed to a corresponding fraction of the DC voltage
during operation and each converter providing a portion of the
electrical power transferred between the AC and DC power
systems, and wherein the control circuit is, in conjunction
with controlling the second converter to compensate for the
reactive power consumption and the harmonics generation of
the first converter, further configured to control commutation
of'the second converter and firing angles of the first converter
according to a targeted transfer of electrical power.

6. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
first and second converters are coupled in parallel with
respect to the AC power system, with the first converter con-
figured for transferring electrical power between the AC and
DC power systems and exposed fully to the DC voltage on the
DC side of the hybrid converter apparatus, and with the sec-
ond converter configured only for reactive power and har-
monics compensation on the AC side of the hybrid converter
system, and wherein, in conjunction with controlling the sec-
ond converter to compensate for the reactive power consump-
tion and the harmonics generation of the first converter, the
control circuit is configured to control firing angles of the first
converter to effect a targeted transfer of electrical power
between the AC and DC power systems.

7. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
second converter comprises parallel-connected current
source bridges or switched-inductor cells that form a multi-
level current source module, and wherein the second con-
verter includes two or more such multilevel current source
modules connected in a series arrangement having a common
DC link, each multilevel current source module including
corresponding self-commutating switches that are exposed to
a fraction of an overall DC voltage that is distributed across
the series arrangement of multilevel current source modules.

8. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
second converter is configured to connect on the AC side
using per module transformer connections.

9. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
second converter is configured to connect on the AC side
through a plurality of actively controlled capacitors config-
ured to create a DC voltage shift on the AC side.

10. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
second converter is arranged to have parallel switched-induc-
tor cells that are connected to an output H-bridge.

11. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 10, wherein
the parallel switched-inductor cells are step-controlled to
synthesize rectified AC waveforms, and the output H-bridge
is used to change the rectified AC waveforms into an AC
waveform.

12. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 11, wherein
each switch in the output H-bridge is operated at a fundamen-
tal frequency of the AC power system.

13. The hybrid converter apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
hybrid converter apparatus is configured in a back-to-back
arrangement of two or more hybrid converter apparatuses.

14. A method of transferring electrical power between an
AC power system and a DC power system via a hybrid con-
verter apparatus comprising a line-commutated current
source converter as a first converter coupled to the AC power
system on an AC side of the hybrid converter apparatus and to
the DC power system on a DC side of the hybrid converter
apparatus, and further comprising a self-commutated current
source converter as a second converter coupled at least to the
AC power system on the AC side, said method comprising:

transferring power between the AC and DC power systems,

using at least the first converter;

measuring an AC current waveform arising in the AC

power system from operation of the first converter; and
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controlling commutation of the second converter as a func-
tion of the measured AC current waveform, to compen-
sate for at least one of reactive power consumption and
harmonics generation by the first converter on the AC
side of the hybrid converter apparatus.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the first and second
converters are stacked on the DC side to produce a DC voltage
on the DC side, and wherein the method includes coordinat-
ing commutation control of the second converter with firing
angle control of the first converter, to control the transfer of
electrical power between the AC and DC power systems.

16. The method of claim 14, wherein converting an AC side
voltage to a DC side voltage, or vice versa, is done using only
the first converter, and wherein the method includes control-
ling a firing angle of the first converter to control the transfer
ofelectrical power between the AC and DC power systems, in
conjunction with controlling the second converter to compen-
sate for at least one of the reactive power consumption and the
harmonics generation by the first converter on the AC side of
the hybrid converter apparatus.
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